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YOU ARE INVITED TO A GALA EVENING-TWO CENTURIES IN THE MAKING!

In 2026, the Town of Madison will celebrate a remarkable milestone
—the bicentennial anniversary of our town’s founding in 1826.

To mark this extraordinary moment, the Madison Historical Society is
proud to announce an upcoming gala, “From Before to Beyond,” on
August 4, 2026, at 6 pm at the Madison Beach Hotel.

This special event will bring together community leaders and
citizens for an elegant evening that honors Madison’s past and
celebrates its future.

All Madison residents are invited to join the Madison Historical
Society trustees for a gala evening of dinner, live music, an auction—
and a journey through history—in celebration of Madison'’s
Bicentennial. This celebration will include a special one-night-only
exhibit about the history of Madison’s West Wharf and will also
include a silent auction filled with can’t-miss items and experiences
from your favorite shoreline businesses. In addition, we will present
the Madison Historical Society’s inaugural Elizabeth Skinner Platt
Citizenship Award. In recognition of their outstanding contributions
to our community, John and Melissa Mathers are the first recipients
of this award.

We ask for your support by joining us at this special event! To
reserve your tickets now, please visit madisonhistory.org. Single
tickets cost $150, or you can gather a table of 10 guests for a
discounted price of $1,250.

This celebration is made possible through the generosity of local
businesses and community partners who share our commitment to
preserving Madison’s history and strengthening its future.

Thank you to our sponsors: Gulick & Co., Saltwood Cabinetry,
Eversource Energy, Connecticut Water, The Madison Foundation
(Sponsored by Foundations through the generosity of Ascend Bank),
Exposure, National Trust Insurance Services LLC, Madison Financial
Planning, Principle Wealth, and The Walz Family.

For all inquiries, including opportunities for participating in event
sponsorships and for donating auction items, please call us at 203-
245-4567 or email us at office@madisonhistory.org.We can't wait to
see you at this historic event!
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A BICENTENNIAL GALA

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, at 6 PM
MADISON BEACH HOTEL
DINNER / LIVE MUSIC / AUCTION / EXHIBIT
TICKETS

$150 PER PERSON
$1250 PER TABLE OF 10

Honorees

JOHN and MELISSA MATHERS

the inaugural recipients of the

ELIZABETH SKINNER PLATT
CITIZENSHIP AWARD

August 1, August 15, September 5, September 19

Costume In Detail

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE UPcOMING EVENTS

Allis-Bushnell House Museum Open House Tours and Summer Markets, 11 am - 1 pm ............... July 11, July 18,

August 13

Lantern Tour

History Happy Hour at the Allis-Bushnell House, 6 pm

August 21, September 25, October 23

November 7
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SUMMER MARRET
& Open House

Join us this summer at the Madison Historical Society to view a
unique slate of artists and creative vendors at our second annual
Summer Market! Join us on the beautiful back lawn of the Allis-Bush-
nell House Museum during our open house hours of 11 am to 2 pm.
The markets are held on the first and third Saturdays of the summer,
starting on June 20 and ending on September 19. Our vendors will of-
fer unique gift items such as sea-glass jewelry, stationery, home decor,
skincare items, and much more!

Want to become a vendor? Spots are still open, but space is limited.
Visit our website to reserve your table.
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President’s Corner
June 2026

Happy 200th Birthday, Madison!

Y/ \'/|

It has been a wonderful summer of
celebrations as we commemorate
Madison'’s Bicentennial. Thank you to
our dedicated staff and volunteers
whose hard work, enthusiasm, and
commitment helped make our Flag
Day & Bicentennial Commemoration
such a memorable success. Your
efforts brought our community
together to honor our shared history
and celebrate this important milestone.

Stop by the Madison Center for History & Culture at Lee’s
Academy to view historic flags from the Madison Historical
Society collection and explore the stories they tell about our
nation’s past.

As we head into August, join us for From Before to Beyond:

A Gala Fundraiser benefiting the Madison Historical Society.
The evening will feature the presentation of the first Elizabeth
Skinner Platt Citizenship Award, along with entertainment, a
silent auction, and an opportunity to support the preservation
and sharing of Madison’s rich history.

Here's to 200 years of Madison—and to the people who
continue to make our town such a special place.

We look forward to celebrating with you!

Maryanne Harmuth,
MHS Board President

STUDENTS BRING MHS ALIVE THIS SPRING

The MHS hosted students throughout the spring. We were
pleased to continue our long-running tradition of welcoming
Grade 2 students to Lee’s Academy for our “Colonial Days”
program. Students from Neck River
Elementary and Brown Elementary
experienced education in the
1700s and participated in outdoor
games and activities.

In recognition of Memorial Day,
Grade 5 students at Brown learned
about headstone preservation and
cleaning at West Cemetery. Grade
7 students from Polson Middle
School taught the fifth graders
about local veterans who fought in wars from the American
Revolution to World War I.

We also received a visit from students at Our Lady of Mercy
Preparatory Academy. Grade 6 and Grade 7 students first
toured the Allis-Bushnell House before taking a historic tour of
Madison’s downtown. The morning concluded with crafts in the
Madison Center for History & Culture at Lee’s Academy.

Thank you to all of the wonderful students for making the MHS
come alive with your excitement and curious questions. Thanks
are also due to our fantastic volunteers who helped make the
experience meaningful and memorable for all students.

Community Business Spotlight:

The Madison Historical Society was honored to be a featured
contributor to the July issue of Madison
Neighbors magazine. Madison Neighbors
is a community magazine that brings
neighbors and businesses together
with a positive, relevant, and friendly
message. Each month, the Madison
Historical Society contributes a
feature article to Neighbors.

To commemorate Madison'’s
Bicentennial, the Madison Historical
Society was invited to offer
numerous articles and puzzles that —
honored the past 200 years of Madison history.
One of the articles, written by MHS Trustee Henry Griggs, is reprinted
here in this newsletter.

To learn more about Madison Neighbors, please visit
bestversionmedia.com/ct/madisonneighbors
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BICENTENNIAL & FLAG DAY COMMEMORATION A BIG SUCCESS!

On June 13, the Madison Historical Society,
in partnership with the Town of Madison
and the Madison 200 | America 250
Steering Committee, welcomed guests to
the Madison Center for History & Culture

at Lee’s Academy for a Bicentennial & Flag
Day Commemoration. The event brought
together community members, veterans,
and civic leaders to honor both Madison’s
200th anniversary of incorporation and the
enduring significance of the American flag.

The ceremony began with a musical prelude
by the Scranton Strummers. Members of the
14th Regiment and Griswold Post 79 of The
American Legion then led the procession
and presentation of colors, followed by

a ceremonial flag raising conducted by

The American Legion and VFW Post 2096.
Nicholas Valentine performed “Reveille,” and
Luke Soja delivered a stirring rendition of
the National Anthem. The audience then
joined Captain Jeremy Yorke and Jack Yorke
in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

Serving as master of ceremonies, Municipal
Historian Henry Griggs welcomed attendees
and reflected on the past 200 years of
Madison’s history. The program highlighted
the town’s bicentennial milestone through
a series of proclamations and remarks

from local and state leaders. State Senator
Christine Cohen presented gubernatorial
and legislative recognitions honoring
Madison’s 200 years of civic achievement.
First Selectwoman Peggy Lyons and
Madison 200 | America 250 Steering

Committee Chair Rosalyn Cama also offered
remarks acknowledging the remarkable
community of Madison and the exciting
upcoming town events pertaining to the
bicentennial.

A special reading by Madison poet laureate
Edward Lent provided a moving reflection
on the town’s history and the sense of
community that strengthens our bonds.
His poem, entitled “By Many Hands and
Many Hearts,” traced the history of the
Hammonasset people, the coming of the
European colonizers, and the development
of a productive and cohesive community

that honors the contributions and relies
upon the cooperation of people of many
skills and cultures.

Following closing remarks by Henry Griggs
and a benediction offered by Reverend Todd
Vetter, the Scranton Strummers concluded
the formal program with a final musical
selection.

Guests were then invited inside the Madison
Center for History & Culture to enjoy
refreshments and explore the exhibits
featuring Revolutionary War artifacts and
historic flags from the Madison Historical
Society’s collection.

The Flag Day Celebration served as a
meaningful tribute to Madison’s bicentennial
year, bringing together history, patriotism,
and community spirit in a memorable
observance. By honoring the town’s past and
recognizing the contributions of generations
of residents, the event reaffirmed Madison’s
commitment to preserving its heritage as it
enters its third century.

Join the Madison Historical Society
on Wednesday, August 13, 2026, at
6 pm at the Allis-Bushnell House

Museum for a special presentation,

JOIN US FOR COSTUME IN DETAIL:

DISCOVER HOW CLOTHES TELL THE STORIES OF MADISON’S WOMEN

status, education, work, travel, and community involvement.

Featured objects include dresses worn by prominent Madison
residents. Visitors will see a pair of wedding shoes belonging to
former Madison High School principal Mary Frances Hull and a

presented by Clare Barnett.

Drawing from the Madison Historical
Society’s remarkable costume
collection, this program will explore
the stories of several Madison women whose lives are preserved
through the garments and accessories they once owned. Through
careful examination of fabrics, construction techniques, alterations,
wear patterns, and historical documentation, attendees will
discover how clothing can reveal insights into family life, social

mourning bonnet owned by Mary Scranton Evarts, the first librarian
of Madison’s E.C. Scranton Memorial Library. The presentation will
also highlight the life of physician and surgeon Isadora Murray,
whose elegant dress survives as a rare artifact of her extraordinary
career and personal story.

$15 Adults / $10 MHS Members. Registration is requested at
madisonhistory.org.
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SINCEREST THANKS TO OUR 2026 ANNUAL DONORS

Visionary ($5,000+)
Dennis and Michele Flynn
Mahlon Hale

Howard Gilman Foundation
Michael Johnson

Lucy Foundation, Inc.
Michael and Leslie Schroeder

The Taylor Family Charitable
Foundation

Conservator ($1,000-
$4,999)

Maureen and Scott Beshar
Maureen Dalton

Sheila Davidson

The Davis Family Fund

Mark and Lisa Edmiston

Gail Erickson and Christa Rice
William Kaufmann

Jim and Diane Matteson

Tim and Ginny Millhiser

Drs. Nicholas and Nancy Robert
Marty and Ginny Triola
Walter and Liz Welsh

Benefactor ($500-$999)
Jerry and Katie Davis

Laura and William Downes
Garden Club of Madison

Chris and Sue Greaves
Maryanne Harmuth

Allan and Penny Katz

Patricia Miller

Andrea Gluck San Marco Fund
Andrew and Fiona Wood

Patron ($250 - $499)
Diane and Don Allen
Doe and Tom Boyle
Rosalyn Cama

Ron Claveloux

Deborah Conner and Stephen
Power

Barbara and George Delmhorst

William Dowling and Annette
Healey

Marcia and Douglas DuMond
David Etzel and Jan Walzer
Eric and Linda Fuller, Ill

Jane and Scott Gamber

Joe Goclowski and Elizabeth
Colby

Franklin Green and Joan Shapiro
Henry Griggs and Jill Abramson
Holly Johnson

Michael J. Klingensmith and Ruth
Shields

Jennifer and Tom Lee
Mary Lienhard

Peter and Susan Miller
John and Jody Perkins
Nancy Ramseyer

Tricia and Rick Royston
Betty Sarubbi and Donna Richard
Toby Scott

Sharon and Rodger Stotz
Nikki Travaglino

Michael Voytovich
Elizabeth Weitzman

Alex Wetmore

Friend ($100 - $249)
Anonymous

Elizabeth Attebery

Gerry and Kathy Aubrey

Eric and Rochelle Axberg
Craig and Laura Becker

Mary Beeman

Gillian and David Berchowitz
Carol Blackwood

Robert and Joanne Blake
Kenneth Blau

Louise Brill and Mary Donnelly
Kevin and Janice Brunner

Rick Camp

Elaine and Ray Cappiello
Thom and Susan Cartledge
George and Joanne Contopoulos
Maryann Davies

Stephen and Clo Davis
Richard Diefenbach

William and Ginger Doll
Joanne DuBosque and Larys Guy
Ryan Duques

Anonymous

Matthew Ellman and Laurie
Ruderfer

Glenn Falk and Margit Dahl

Miriam Faruqi
Alisa Fay

Mary Beth Forshaw and Thomas
G. Merrill Gift Fund

Susan Frankenbach

Pamela and Paul Gallagher
Dirck and Liz Goss

Martin and Irma Grebel

Elinor and Peter Griffith
Frances and Gregory Guidone
Diana Hartman and Peter Baskin
Sue and John Hennessey
Lianne and Lee Herdle

The Long Family
jbEmarketing LLC

Peter and Barbara Jongbloed
Anonymous

Lauragene and Lee Katz
Timothy Kearney

David and Barbara Keiser
Elizabeth and Thomas King
Mario Kontomerkos

Francis Kopet

Darren and Jill Kramer
William LaRoza

Garry and Nancy Leonard
Barb Lessard

Don and Nancy Liepelt
Lindalea Ludwick

Aviva Luria and Matthew Enjalran
David and Peggy Lyons

David and Priscilla Maclnnis
Linda and Terrance Macy
John and Melissa Mathers

Kevin McCauley and Mark
Coleman

Bob and Erin McGovern
Maureen and John Morris
Pauline Murphy

Gary and Brenda Naegel

Sean and Lori O'Connell

Jane O'Connor

Melanie and Robert O'Connor
Roger and Rosemary O'Hanlon
Lenore Palmer

Sally and John Parker

Norman and Janice Pastorek
Ralph Peach

Antony and Denny Pierce-Grove

William and Marion Piggott
Harry and Betsey Piner

Joan and Tom Powers

Robert Reeder

Susan and Michael Reel
Barbara Ryan

Joe and Linda Sakmar

Michael and Cynthia Schneider
Jennifer and Neil Simpson
Robert and Patricia Sjogren
Alice and Robert Smith

William Stableford

Scott and Jennifer Swenson
Robert Van Ostenbridge

Mike Devito and Nancy Walsh
Charlie and Lorey Walz

Ingrid Wax

Stephanie Wiles and Jeffrey Rubin

Supporter ($50 - $99)
Aaron Blatchley House, LLC
Anonymous

Robert Barnett

Louise Beecher

Edward Berlin

Betsey Borden

Christoper Borduas

Thomas and Marsha Brunelle
Barbra Buckley

John Carpi

Patricia Chmielewski

Robert and Heather Ciosek

Bill and Chris Clorite

Dina Colandro

Kate Connell-Lindquist
Richard Crampton

Richard and Ann Crossen
Colleen and George Cummings
Mary Davis

Diane Daych and Joe Havran
Michel and Susan Duques
Dennis and Pat Durante

Nora Farlekas and Don Morrison
Susan Fay

David and Jo-Ann Fleischman
Joanne Flynn and Gregg Beaty
Dorcas and Allyn Fontaine
Mary Fusi
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Joseph and Maureen Gagliano
Nadine Genesius

Susan Glantz

Christopher and Pamela Greene
Patric and Patricia Gregory
Candice Guerette

Christina Gundersen
Rosemary Harry

Joel Helander

Raymond and Alice Hencir
Emilie Hick

Carol Hockett

Margaret Hopkins

Anne Hull

Pamela and David Hunter
Michael and Kathleen Hurley
Francoise Jackson

Amy and Jay Jamison

Bill Johnson

Michael Kaminsky and Jennifer
Goodnow

Bruce King

Frank and Lynn Kling

Marcia LaFemina

Gregory and Anna Marie Lane
Katrina Lester

Nancy Locke

David Loiterstein and Polly Kipp
Carol Lord

Heather Mackenzie and Jean
Bachman

Joseph and Rosalie Maco
Kathy and George Marinelli
Elizabeth McManus
Lawrence and Joyce Merola
Tom and Dee Mulqueen
Richard Nace

Lisa Nee

Peggy and Jim Nordgren
Mary O'Connell

Erin Odenweller and David
Lovendale

Donald and Noreen Oslander
Mary Ouimet

Susan Parker

Jack Parrino

Fred and Kathy Pechar

Jay and Kathleen Perkins

Charlotte Peterson

Karin Peterson

Henry Petry

Cecilia Pfister

Michael and Connie Piccione
Edward and Virginia Raff
Frederick Raudat

Nick and Joan Rawlings
Sean and Ashlyn Reilly
Robert and Patti Reinhardt
Susan and Perry Rianhard
Terry and Dianne Roberts
Richard and Chris Robinson
Bruce and Nancy Rosenblatt
Robert and Judity Ruggiero
Lynne and Joe Sarro

Peggy Sawyer

Patricia Schiraldi

Andrea and Christopher Scranton
Charles Shelley

Gerald and Doris Simonides
Paul Sinicrope

Carol Snow

Gail Snow

Elaine Stangland

Carol and Greg Stotz

Grace Sullivan

Arthur and Jane Symonds
Joseph and Mary Tycon
Lindsey Valli

Dennis and Lucy Van Liew
Ellen Van Wees

Michael and Beth Vogel

Gladys Waltemade and Fred
Scholl

Peter and Betty White

Doug Whiting and Maureen
McLellan

Francoise Williams
Nancy Young

John Yrchik
Margaret Zambarano

Advocate (<$50)

American Online Giving
Foundation

Anonymous
Michelle Augustyn

Natalia Barbosa
Lisa Berlin

Mia Bloss

Lisa Comcowich
George and Liz Dickinson
Alexander Gerrish
Kathy Glynn

Susan Graves
Mary Louise Joslyn
Lorraine June
Cindy Layton

Walter Lippmann and Carol
Lieberman

Jessica Littell and Gerry Birnbaum
Stephen McKell

Jeanne O'Brien

Greg Simonides

Robin Whitney

Nicole Wiles

Janice Wolf

Emilie Hick Memorial
Donations
Teresa Gutowski
Ray Hencir

Elaine Owen
Gary Owen
Nancy Marin
Catherine Printon
Allison Rivers
Kristen Stewart
Sheila Waters

Dorothy E. Pietrowski
Memorial Donations

Nancy Twaskas

Federico Barrera Memorial
Donations

Osvaldo Barrera

Special thanks to the
following grantors and
sponsors for their generous
support:

Ascend Bank

Better Rhodes

Brescome Barton

The Community Foundation
for Greater New Haven

Connecticut Water

Essex Bank

Eversource

Exposure

Gulick and Co.

Madison Financial Planners
The Madison Foundation, Inc.
Principle Wealth

Saltwood Cabinetry

The Walz Family

National Trust Insurance
Services, LLC

Special thanks to the
following businesses and
organizations for their
generous support

Cask & Cork

Dunkin' Donuts

Flowers by Camille

The Fresh Market

Garden Club of Madison
Grove Gardens
Hammonasset Package Store
Iselin Tree Experts

Lindt Chocolate Shop
Madison Neighbors

Olando and Son Painting
Petrillo's Pizza

The Town of Madison

Thank you to our
dedicated volunteers —
your generous time and
talents make our programs
successful.
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A Stiort Course on Madison's HiStory s sy o

Because | am Madison’s municipal historian,
the question is often put to me, “Where can |
find the best history of Madison?”

A great place to start is the Scranton
Library website, but a little navigating

is required. Step 1: Search for “Scranton
Library Our History.” Step 2: Scroll to the
bottom of the page and click on Madison
Center Historical Resources Narrative
—June 2021. Step 3: Jump to page 20,
Historical and Architectural Overview. Here
are a few highlights, liberally lifted more-
or-less verbatim from the narrative report.

Early Settlement

Englishman George Fenwick, who was
then living in Saybrook, Connecticut, bought
most of the area that is now the Town of
Madison from the Mohegan Sachem Uncas
in 1636. George Fenwick returned to
England around 1638, and, while there,

he met Reverend Henry Whitfield.
Together, they arranged for Rev. Whitfield
and twenty-five families to settle on
Fenwick’s lands, which bordered the New
Haven colony of Quinnipiac. The colonists
left England in June 1639 and spent

seven weeks at sea before reaching their
new home. The passage was free from
sickness or death; one woman gave birth
to a healthy baby.

The Fenwick lands, named Guilford, were
parceled out in at least three separate
divisions. The first of these occurred shortly
after the settlement was established. The
second happened in 1645 and was meant
to encourage settlement in the Neck,
known at the time as “easterly farms,”
which would later become part of the
town of Madison. Nicholas Munger, an
apprentice flax weaver, is often credited
with building the first house in the area

in 1651.

The Nineteenth Century

Madison truly became a community

with its own unique identity in the
nineteenth century. Between 1800 and
1830 the population of the area increased
from 1,428 to 1,809. Madison had asked for
independence from Guilford in 1783 but
was unable to separate itself at that time. A
second attempt was successful, and the town
was incorporated by the Connecticut General
Assembly in May of 1826.

The town began to prosper in the second
half of the nineteenth century when industry
started to flourish. Early industry centered
around the central green where the prolific

inventor Reuben Shaler devised many items
still used today, including roller skates, a
type of weathervane, wire-bound brushes,

and the weigh bridge. Munger and Son later
built a truly national business, selling school
supplies that included a product first called

“dustless chalk”--and now known as crayons.

Shipbuilding

The maritime trades of shipbuilding and
shipping grew alongside farming and cottage
industries in the nineteenth century. At

least five shipyards operated in Madison at
The Neck as well as East and West Wharves.
Shipbuilding was so important to the town

that the launching of a new vessel was a
working holiday and all schools were closed.
Many of the ships built in Madison yards were
employed locally, in coastal or long-distance
trade. Others were sold to distant owners.

Ships for the coastal trade were usually
sloops or schooners. They moved varied
cargoes, including vegetables, livestock,
coal, paper, and even gunpowder among
shoreline towns. Larger Madison-built
craft sailed to New Orleans, the West
Indies, and farther. By 1890, when a fire
destroyed the Miner shipyard, the last of
| the Madison yards still in business, more
than 200 sloops, schooners, brigs, barks,
and ships had been built in the town.

On July 1, 1852, the first passenger train

began regular service on the Shoreline,
changing the development of the East River
community, as well as the rest of the town.

The decline of shipbuilding and shipping in
the late nineteenth century coincided with
the rise of the summer visitor as a major
economic force.

Transportation via horses and oxen

gave way to trolleys and automobiles as
Madison Center began to develop. The
three-story Monroe Building, Madison’s first
“skyscraper,” was constructed in 1911 by
druggist J. Harrison Monroe.

The Summer People

The potential for profit from the summer
people was not lost on local developer J.
Myron Hull, who remembered the influx
of their carriages and wagons at the
beginning of the season. He decided to
start an informal real estate business in
1887, the same year that he was appointed

Madison’s postmaster. By 1889, he had also
opened Madison’s first real estate agency
and first insurance agency.

Development for the summer residents
began to increase in Madison after 1915.
Myron had anticipated this trend by buying
lots on the former Seaview Farm in 1912. He
began to sell them as the demand increased,
and he quickly became one of the most
successful business owners in Madison.

The installation of electricity brought the
trolley car to town. Madison was served by
the Shore Line Electric Railway from 1910
to 1919 and by the New Haven & Shore
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Line from 1920 to 1929. Buses, which by 1925
could take advantage of newly paved roads, soon
replaced the trolleys.

Hammonassett State Park opened on July 18,

1920, and with the park came the camper, a new
type of visitor who also spent money and time in
town. The park had 75,000 visitors in its first year.

By 1930 all of
Madison’s trolleys
were gone, and
the Boston Post
Road was clogged
with the traffic
that made its way
from New York

to Boston. Even
as a handsome
new post office
was built in 1938,
some citizens
were worried
that Madison

was forever ruined by the crowds of visitors and
newcomers. When the Great Hurricane struck
late in September of that year, that fear became
a different kind of reality. By the end of the day,
the Boston Post Road was a literal logjam, strewn
with fallen trees and broken branches; cottages
and golf links alike were inundated or destroyed
altogether.

After the devastation of the storm and the drama
of widespread changes, the 1940s dawned in
relative peacefulness. The nation was on the brink
of World War Il, but the growing town enjoyed

a period of stability. Chockablock with older
business, newer enterprises also lined U.S. Route
1: rental cabins, gas stations, and diners served the
needs of the still-thriving tourism trade. Families
moved into homes in new developments, and, in
this decade, the number of preschool students in
Madison was twice the number of residents older
than age 65.

Growth and 'Transformation

During the 1950s, the rapid growth of town
infrastructure ensured the education and care

of all those new residents. Schools were built
and expanded as the enrollment more than
doubled between 1951 and 1960. By far, the most
monumental change came with the construction
of the Connecticut Turnpike. While the project
restored peace and quiet to the town center, the
Turnpike forever changed the landscape and the
pace of life. Although the State of Connecticut
had claimed Madison homes and farms under
the principle of eminent domain, the highway

made Madison even more desirable to commuters
working at city jobs.

From 1960 to 1970, the population jumped from

4,567 to 9,768. Madison had been transformed,

at least in part, into a bedroom community. While

summer visitors still arrived in great numbers,

the volume of permanent residents had grown

larger than the seasonal
influx. Sixty-four
new roads were
added by 1969, and
newcomers spread
north of the turnpike
into the wooded hills.
School construction
continued, and a
waterfront park
was added to town
property with the
purchases of the
once-private Surf

Club and Garvan Point
parcels.

By the mid-1970s the town had a new police
department, and a new firehouse was built in
North Madison. By 1980 the town population
had soared to 14,000. While growth was not
deliberately restricted, a growing awareness of
the importance of preserving the character of
the town resulted, during the next decades, in
thoughtful planning and zoning regulations and
the acquisition of several important open-space
parcels.

Among the late-twentieth-century improvements
to the town were the formation of an Inland
Wetlands Commission and the innovation of a
private grass-roots initiative called the Madison
Land Conservation Trust.

In 2003 a new Daniel Hand High School opened.
By 2006, Madison had approved the creation of
both a downtown historic village district and a
Historic District Commission. In 2008 a 2.3-mile
section of the Boston Post Road was designated

a CT Scenic Road, a tribute to the stewardship of
town planners and residents.Today, three local
historic districts further preserve and protect some
of Madison’s historic structures and its visible
historic and cultural landscapes.

Today, Madison'’s population continues to grow,
now approaching 18,000. Our town remains a
primarily residential suburb with close ties to the
nautical and maritime history of the Sound.

This article originally appeared in the July 2026
issue of Madison Neighbors.
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MHS HISTORY
BOOK GROUP

Books are often available
at the Scranton Library.

(all 203-245-7365 to inquire.
To register, please call
203-245-4567 or e-mail
office@madisonhistory.org.
Walk-ins are always welcome!

Monthly meetings are led by John
Yrchik (jyrchik@comcast.net ) and are
held the 4th Tuesday of each month
at 6 pm via Zoom and in person at
the Madison Center for History and
Culture on the lower level of Lee's
Academy. You may enter in front (use
left door) or via the ramp and door at
the rear of the building.

For more information about
the books, please visit
the Learn menu at
www.madisonhistory.org.

JULY
The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt
Edmund Morris

AUGUST
The Wright Brothers
David McCullough

SEPTEMBER
Eisenhower in War and Peace
Jean Edward Smith

OCTOBER
A Perfect Frenzy: A Royal
Governor, His Black Allies,
and the Crisis that Spurred the
American Revolution
by Andrew Lawler

NOVEMBER
The Blazing World: A New
History of Revolutionary England,
1603-1689
by Jonathan Healey

DECEMBER
The Wide Wide Sea: Imperial
Ambition, First Contact and the
Fateful Final Voyage of Captain
James Cook
by Hampton Sides



It's Award Season at MHS

Tom Boyle Wins
Jane R. Kuhl Award

Congratulations to Thomas E. Boyle (right),
Chair of the Historic District Commission, on
receiving the Jane R. Kuhl Award for Historic
Preservation, which was presented by Henry
Griggs at the 2026 Annual Meeting.

Tom was recognized for his outstanding
leadership and service to the Town'’s
Historic District Commission, as well as for
the vision and perseverance that led to the
establishment of the Old Elm Street Local
Historic District, a landmark preservation
achievement in Madison.

MHS Federico Barrera
Scholarship Winner

The MHS is also pleased to announce that
Adam Stotz is the recipient of the Madison
Historical Society's 2026 Federico Barrera
Scholarship. Over the years, Adam has
generously contributed his time and talents
to the MHS, helping support our mission
and engage the community. An Eagle Scout,
Adam has demonstrated leadership, service,
and dedication both within and beyond our
organization. He is currently pursuing his
private pilot
license and will
attend Auburn
University this
fall, where he
plans to major
in Professional
Flight. The
MHS wishes
Adam
continued
success in his
next chapter.
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AMADISON
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Madison Historical Society
Founded in 1917
P.O. Box 17
Madison, CT 06443
203-245-4567

www.madisonhistory.org

MHS offices are open
in the c. 1821 Lee’s Academy
at 14 Meetinghouse Lane
on Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
from 10 AM to 2 PM.

For a tour of the Allis-Bushnell House,
the MHS c. 1785 National Historic
Register property, call
203-245-4567.

The MHS newsletter is
published quarterly.
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